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Insights for Cities on Biodiversity

from the chairs of the Symposium on Cities and Biodiversity: Aligning
Cities with the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework
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The world faces the serious, and worsening, twin ecological crises of biodiversity loss
and climate change. Unabated, they present tremendous risks to our prosperity,
including our economies, security and wellbeing. The international community has
responded through the Paris Agreement on climate change (2015) and, more
recently, the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (2022), agreed by
more than 190 countries under China’s presidency of the 15th Conference of the
Parties to the UN Convention on Biological Diversity (COP15). If the international
community is to succeed in managing the risks associated with these crises, countries
and all sectors of society must align their activities and economies with the goals of
these agreements.
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As home to 4.4 billion people (c56% of the global human population, predicted to rise
to around 70% by 2050), cities have a vital role to play. On biodiversity, cities can
engage the public on the importance of, and the human reliance on, nature. At the
same time, cities are important places for wildlife; in addition to native species, many
cities lie on major bird migratory routes involving species that are shared by all the
countries and continents they grace, and with this shared natural heritage comes a
shared responsibility to protect it and the places it needs.

The Shenzhen symposium focused on how cities can align with global biodiversity
goals. It brought together government officials, leading academics, and the not-for-
profit and private sectors from China and overseas.
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Following the discussions, the key messages for cities are:

| Cities have an important part to play in achieving the goals of the Paris
Agreement on climate change and the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework in order to help secure their citizens’ prosperity and security

Il Given the strong interlinkages between climate change and biodiversity loss,
the responses to the two crises should be integrated to maximize synergies and
minimize the risks of actions taken to address one having a negative impact on

the other (for example, the location of clean energy infrastructure)

Il Cities should develop a dedicated biodiversity strategy, including financing
mechanisms, which is aligned with their country’s National Biodiversity Strategy
Action Plan (NBSAP) and integrates biodiversity goals across the full range of
urban planning; it should include, but not be limited to, the following
elements:

* An audit of biodiversity to provide a robust baseline against which to
measure progress;

e Regular monitoring of key groups of species (e.g. mammals, birds, reptiles,
amphibians, insects and plants) to provide early warning of population trends
and to understand the effectiveness of interventions, recognizing that the
not-for-profit sector and citizen science can play important roles;

e Exploration of the potential to exploit new technologies and analytic
techniques for biodiversity monitoring, for example bioacoustics, weather
radar data and Al;

e Integration of the needs of wildlife in designing and managing urban green
spaces; this should include consideration of providing ‘stepping stones’ of
natural forest, grassland/scrubland and wetland habitat for migratory birds to
cross the city;

e Supporting ongoing research to better understand the needs of native and
migratory species and revising management strategies as more knowledge is
available;

* Promoting nature-based solutions, such as allocating areas for rewilding, as a
way to support biodiversity and mitigate climate change;

e Understanding the use of the cities’ airspace by migratory birds, including the
impact of light pollution and collisions with glass buildings;

e Use this knowledge to develop a strategy to facilitate safe passage for
migratory birds over the city, including, for example:
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1.An audit of all publicly-owned buildings to assess for bird collision risk,
setting an example for the private sector;

2.Turning off unnecessary light at night during the migration seasons, ideally
informed by analysis, and predictions, of bird movements using weather
radar data, noting that the energy saved will also contribute towards net
zero goals and improved human wellbeing;

3.Integrating the needs of migratory birds into building standards and cities’
biodiversity strategy and action plan, and encouraging the retrofitting of
existing high-risk buildings with mitigation measures;

4.Conduct public outreach, including through media, events and the school
curriculum, to raise the level of awareness and knowledge about the
importance of biodiversity, the risks of its loss, the role of cities and how
everyone can be part of the solution.

Together, by utilizing the power of regulators, academia, companies,
communities and citizens, we can make our cities great places for people and
for wildlife.

Useful references:

e Paris Agreement on Climate Change: URL: https://unfccc.int/process-and-
meetings/the-paris-agreement?

¢ UN Convention on Biological Diversity and the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework: URL: https://www.cbd.int/gbf

* The global population in cities: URL:
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/urbandevelopment/overview#

* Ambassadors for Nature: URL: https://wildbeijing.org/the-ambassadors-
for-nature-initiative/
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